Oxford and Its Story

to every style of architecture that can be found in the
University, and to look back upon the history of the
town and of the learned institution with which for
good and evil it has been so closely connected, with
no ungracious feeling.

The rapid growth of the place as a residential and
industrial centre is being provided for by a considered
scheme of "regional town planning" for develop-
ments both within and without the City. New roads
and bridges are being built; the erection of new
buildings and garden suburbs supervised. Botley
Road, the main approach from Gloucester, has been
widened. A by-pass is contemplated and urgently
needed.

The Oxford Preservation Trust has been formed
(1898) with the object of raising funds to acquire
lands in the vicinity, and to guide the necessary
process of expansion so as to avoid unnecessary
destruction of amenities. Every friend of Oxford
and lover of its beauties owes it his support.

In 1930, Sir William Morris, having purchased
from the trustees the site and buildings of the Rad-
diffe Observatory, vested it in trustees for the use
of tKe Radcliife Infirmary and the Medical School
of the University. The Observatory, the second
oldest in England, was built from a graceful design
by Keene, improved by Wyatt (1772), in the form
of an octagon Tower of the Winds, and adorned with
magnificent figures of Atlas and the Winds by John
Bacon, the sculptor of the fine portraits of Black-
stone at All Souls and of George III. at Christ Church.
Under the Morris Trust the Observatory buildings
are now to be used for the development of an Oxford
University Institute of Medical Research,'whilst the
rest of the site will be devoted to the needs of the
Infirmary.
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